THE  TRUE  REMEDY. 


Strike  at  the  Root.     Get  rid  of  Discrimination.    One  Thing  at  a  Time. 
By  HENRY  W.  LAMB. 

"Watch  out."  It  should  never  be  forgotten  that  the  greatest 
evil  of  the  "trust  "  monopolies  is  their  power  to  extort  high  prices 
from  the  American  people,  and  that  the  true  remedy  is  to  remove 
that  power.  Without  the  protective  tariff  taxes  "trusts"  might 
remain;  but  their  extortions  would  almost  disappear  and  they 
would  then  lack  the  power  to  prevent  the  application  of  other  rem- 
edies to  other  evils. 

The  danger  in  some  of  the  remedies  which  are  now  proposed  is 
that  they  would  strengthen  the  root  of  the  evil.  That  root  is  the 
abuse  of  the  powers  of  government.  Let  us  profit  by  experience 
"Hands  off !  "  is,  after  all,  a  good  and  safe  general  doctrine  for  true 
democracy.  We  have  seen,  in  tariff  legislation,  what  a  dangerous 
mistake  it  was  ever  to  open  the  door  to  governmental  interference 
and  how  impossible  it  is  for  Congress,  even  when  fresh  from  the 
people,  to  discriminate  either  wisely  or  fairly  in  fixing  tariff  rates 
to  direct  our  trade.  The  inevitable  result  was  that  organized  capi- 
tal or  organized  "trusts,"  exercised  the  power  through  the  govern- 
ment and  discriminated  in  favor  of  themselves. 

Do  away  with  governmental  interference  in  trade,  except  for  rev- 
enue purposes  only,  and  we  get  rid  of  this  abuse  of  power:  give 
government,  on  the  other  hand,  more  power  of  interference  and  dis- 
crimination and  we  put  more  power  into  the  hands  of  "trusts." 
They  control  the  government  by  the  wealth  which  the  government, 
through  protective  taxes,  makes  our  people  give  to  the  "trusts." 

That  is  the  danger  in  the  schemes  with  which  many  well-mean- 
ing opponents  of  "trusts"  are  now  leading  popular  attention  away 
from  the  true  remedy.  •  A  tax  on  "trust  "  profits,  government  regu- 
lation of  "trust"  prices,  government  control  of  railroads,  all  put 
fresh  power  to  discriminate  into  hands  that  have  too  much  of  that 
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power  already.      There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  power  would  be 
abused. 

Now  the  removal  of  tariff  taxes  which  foster  "trusts"  will  not 
reach  all  the  evils.  But  it  will  remove  such  a  large  part  that  the 
evils  remaining  will  be  deprived  of  much  support  which  now  covers 
them.  It  will  clear  the  way  so  that  all  may  see,  for  instance,  the 
exact  extent  to  which  "trusts  "  are  favored  by  railroad  rebates  and 
discriminations;  and  it  will  also  greatly  reduce  the  extent.  It  will 
then  be  possible  to  concentrate  public  opinion  upon  the  point  in 
such  a  way  as  to  compel  the  execution  of  laws  against  those  evils. 
Such  laws  already  exist ;  and  the  difficulty  is  not  in  making  them 
sufficient,  but  in  securing  their  enforcement. 

But  concentrated  public  opinion  is  still  more  powerful  in  our 
country  than  wealth  or  corruption,  and,  taking  them  one  by  one,  it 
will  overthrow  all  "trust  "  evils.  The  first  step  is  to  unite  in  the 
demand  that  tariff  favors  be  removed. 

FEB.  21,  1900. 


